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Telephone;  Sheerness  3030 


Public  Health  Heportncnt, 
Guildhall , 

Queenborou,;h, 


To  ilia  Worship  the  Hayor,  the  Aldernen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Queenborough-iri-Sheppey  Borough  Council. 


Mr,  Mayor,  Alderien  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ny  "innuol  Report  for  I960  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circuastances  of  the  3orou,!Th  of 
^ueenborough-in-Sheppey  as  required  by  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  three  authorities 
that  existed  on  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  until  March  I960, 

I  nornally  reported  to  the  Joint  Couaittee  in 

addition  to  the  three  separate  reports  and  now  for  the  first 
tiue  I  have  to  report  on  one  district  to  one  authority. 

Fron  the  adninistrative  angle,  unification  of  the  Health 
Departnents  has  sinplified  the  work,  but  fron  the  practical 
public  health  inspection  side  the  ideal  has  not  yet  been 
aclsieved.  In  the  past  there  were  two  Inspectors  and  a  dual 
appointment  of  P, II,  I  ./Surveyor  to  cope  with  the  work  of  the 
Island  and  imediately  prior  to  analganation  a  case  was  made 
and  accepted  for  a  staff  of  three  Inspectors.  It  is  regretted 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  appoint  an  additional  f.n.I. 
and  until  this  is  done  public  health  v/ork  must  be  limited. 

As  the  boundaries  of  the  new  Borough  comprise  the  three 
former  authorities  on  tuo  Isle  of  Sheppey,  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  comijaring  present  statistics  with  past  years.  The  population 
for  □id-1963  as  estimated  by  tlie  Registrar-General  was  23,630 
which  is  an  increase  of  120  over  the  previous  year. 

The  birth  rate  of  22,0  is  nigher  than  the  l6.9  for  England 
and  Wales  but  the  death  rate  is  also  higher  than  the  national  rate, 
13.9  as  compared  with  11.9. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  again  very  low,  7.3  as  compared 
with  10  for  the  whole  country. 
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There  were  131  notificnti  ^na  of  infectious  disenscs 
during  the  year  of  which  76  wore  due  to  Measles.  Vaccination 
against  Measles  co'inenced  nidwoy  through  the  year  and  tlie 
effect  on  its  incidence  should  be  noticeable  in  subsequent 
years. 


There  wore  4  coses  of  Tuberculosis  notified  durin.,  the 
year  and  a  Mass  Radiography  Survey  was  carried  out  on  5 >720 
persons,  and  besides  1  active  and  22  inactive  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
there  were  also  6  coses  of  Cancer  of  the  Lung  discovered. 

The  Borough  has  no  big  slum  clearance  problem,  the  programme 
envisaged  over  the  next  five  years  including  about  115  houses  in 
small  groups  or  individual  houses  but  no  large  clearance  areas. 

In  pre-anolganation  years  the  Slieerness  Urban  District 
Council  encouraged  the  advent  of  industry  within  its  boundary 
in  order  to  offset  the  loss  of  work  and  rateable  v alue  caused 
by  the  closure  of  II, M. Dockyard,  Tiiis  policy  was  vigorous  ly 

pursued  and  the  sale  of  the  Well  Marsh  site  for  development  of 
a  steel  works  was  one  result.  Although  it  was  realised  at  the 
time  that  industry  of  this  nature  was  not  ideally  suited  to  the 
district,  there  a^'peared  to  be  no  choice. 

However,  now  the  whole  Island  is  controlled  by  one  Council 
it  would  be  better  if  this  type  of  work  could  be  sited  farther 
from  populated  areas.  Op,  osite  Ridliam  mocks  on  the  Elmley  side 
of  the  Ferry  Bridge  would  appear  to  be  one  site  for  which  road, 
roil  and  water  transport  would  bo  readily  available.  There 
would  be  less  risk  of  nuisance  caused  by  noise,  smoke  and  grit, 
public  health  problems  which  will  probably  never  be  entirely 
eradicated  from  heavy  industry  but  vdiich  can  be  minimised  by 
judicious  siting. 

I  should  like  to  thard^  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  consideration  during  the  year. 

I  am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.T.MUitI-’  -Y 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  iAJD  SOCIAL  COITDITI  I'S 


1 .  APJ2A  IN  ACRES 


P'j?Ul^LTIUN 

As  estinated  by  the  Registrar-General 
for  aid-1960  ...  ...  ... 


3.  rrU}aE-„  OF  DITELLINGS 


4.  EATEP3LE  V4LUE  (1st  April,1960) . £i 


5.  PRODTJCT  OF  PEiniY  RTiTE  . £4 


22,365 


28,630 

12,768 


104,009 


500 
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SECTION  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BINTiiS 

Moles 

Fenales 

Totals 

Lcgitinate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

273  (234) 

231 

(225) 

504 

('*59) 

Illegitinate  . 

24  (21) 

16 

(39) 

40 

(60) 

Totals  . 

297  (255) 

247 

(264) 

544 

(519) 

BIRTil  ILiTE 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population 

•••  ••• 

•  •  • 

19.0 

(18.2) 

Corrected  rote  . 

22.0 

(21.1) 

(17.2) 

Rote  for  England  tk  Noles 

16.9 

The  corrected  rate  renoins  high  conpared  v/ith  the  rate  for  the  v/hole 
country  which  has  been  foiling  steadily  over  the  post  five  years.  There 
x/ere  25  nore  births  registered  than  in  19^7 . 


3.  ILLEGITIILITE  LIVE  BIRTIIS 


40  (60) 


40  illegitinotc  live  births  or  7.3^  of  all  births  is  the  lowest 
figure  since  I96I. 


4. 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Fenales 

Totals 

Legitinate  . 

9 

(4) 

4 

(6) 

13 

(1C) 

Illegitinate  . 

3 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

4 

(-) 

Totals  . 

12 

(<*) 

5 

(9) 

17 

(10) 

Rote  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

30.3 

(18.9) 

Rate  for  England  &  V/ales 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

14 

(14,8) 

The  nunber  of  still  births  is 
ten  years. 

above  the  average 

taken 

over 

the 
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Table  I  below  shows  figures  for  each  year  since  1946  of  the 
nuober  of  births,  crude  birth  rote,  corrected  rate  for  conparioon 
ivith  England  !k  Vi/oles,  and  the  nuraber  and  percentage  of  illegitinate 
births.  The  corrected  rates  prior  to  1968  ore  estinated. 


T/iBLE  I 


Year 

Population 

No.  of 
Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rote 

t 

Corrected 

Birth 

Rote 

Rote  for 
England 
&  Woles 

Illegit 

Nuiiber 

! 

iaate  Births  1 
Rate  ^  total  ; 
births 

1946 

25,207 

560 

22. 2 

19.1 

36 

6.4 

1947 

25,745 

653 

25.3 

20.5 

38 

5.3 

1948 

26,581 

573 

21.5 

17.9 

37 

6.5 

1949 

26,727 

492 

18.4 

16.7 

36 

7.3 

1950 

28,087 

458 

16.3 

15.8 

27 

5.9 

1951 

29,805 

462 

15.5 

17.0 

15.5 

27 

5.8 

1952 

29,211 

458 

15.6 

17.2 

15.3 

24 

5.2  i 

1953 

28 , 686 

459 

16.0 

17.6 

15.5 

33 

7.2  j 

1954 

28,340 

463 

16.3 

17.9 

15.2 

30 

6.5 

1955 

28 , 250 

436 

15.4 

16.9 

15.0 

24 

5.5  1 

1956 

28,110 

444 

15.8 

17.2 

15.6 

28 

6.3 

1957 

28,200 

446 

15.8 

17.2 

16.1 

29 

6.5 

1958 

28 , 29c 

478 

16.9 

18.4 

16.4 

28 

5.8 

1959 

28,320 

479 

16.9 

18.4 

16.5 

29 

6.0 

i960 

27,390 

480 

17.5 

17.9 

17.1 

30 

6.2 

1961 

26,840 

483 

18.0 

18.4 

17.4 

29 

6.0 

1962 

27,29c 

528 

19.3 

19.9 

18.0 

48 

9.1 

1963 

27,66c 

534 

19.3 

22.8 

18.2 

55 

10.3 

1964 

27 , 620 

512 

18.5 

21.9 

18.4 

44 

8.6 

1965 

28,150 

548 

19.4 

22.6 

18.0 

43 

7.8 

1966 

28,330 

518 

18.3 

21.2 

17.7 

47 

9.1 

1967 

23,510 

519 

18.2 

21.1 

17.2 

60 

11.6 

1968 

28 , G30 

544 

19.0 

22.0 

16.9 

40 

7.3 
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Table  II  -  STILLBIRTHS 


Sex 

Cause  of  death  and  evidence  tiiat  child 
was  still  born 

Boy 

Macerated.  Stillborn. 

True  Imot  in  cord  and  cord  wrapped  nony  tines  around 
neck  and  body. 

Boy 

1 

Cord  around  body  very  tight.  j 

Breech. 

Boy 

Macerated  stillborn  foetus.  j 

Cause  unlmown. 

Boy 

Antepartum  haemorrhage. 

Grade  II  anterior  placenta  praevia. 

Boy 

! 

Placental  insufficiency,  [ 

Boy 

i 

Antepartum  haemorrhage 

Boy 

Antepartum  haemorrhage. 

! 

Boy 

1 

Unknown.  ! 

Boy 

Foetal  anoxia. 

Boy 

Unknorm, 

Boy 

Macerated  foetus. 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia. 

Placental  insufficiency. 

Boy 

1 

Asphyxia. 

Cord  around  neck  x  4  1 

Girl 

Hypertension  of  mother 

Girl 

Unl^nown 

Girl 

Congenital  malformation. 

Prematurity, 

>iydronnios. 

Girl 

Fresh  stillbirth. 

Asphyxia,  Aspiration  of  liquor. 

Breech  delivery. 

True  knot  in  the  cord. 

Girl 

iinoxia.  1 

Cord  compression. 

I 
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5.  INFMT  DMTIiS 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0  (6) 

3  (2) 

3  (0) 

Illegitimate  . 

1  (0) 

0  (0) 

1  (0) 

Infant  death  rote  per  1,000  live 

births 

7.3 

(IS.*.) 

Rate  for  England  -'ll  Woles  ... 

10 

(1C. 3) 

Number  of  iieo-nntal  deaths  (under  4  weeks)  ... 

Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths  (under  1  week).. 

Nuiaber  of  peri-natal  deaths  still  births  and 
deaths  under  1  week  combined)  . 


3 

3 

20 


(5) 

(3) 

(13) 


Table  III  below  gives  causes  and  other  details  of  the 
four  infant  deaths 


TABLE  III 


Place  of 

Place  of 

Cause 

Sex 

Age 

birth 

death 

Prematurity 

Male 

1  h;ur 

Lome 

Hospital 

Cerebral  anoxia 
Birth  asphyxia 

Female 

2  days 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

■‘^emale 

3  days 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Acute  Bronchitis 
Otitis  Medio 

Female 

8  months 

- 

Home 

The  Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  very  loxv, 
4  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  only  7.3  as  compared  with  18  for 
England  &  Woles. 

Over  the  past  10  years  this  rote  has  averaged  18.6  which 
compares  favourably  with  the  national  rate. 

The  perinatal  rote  however  for  1968  is  well  above  the 
national  rote,  35.7  as  compared  with  25  and  the  local  average 
over  the  past  ten  years  is  34.9  as  compared  with  an  England  Cz 
Woles  average  of  around  29. 


0 


Table  IV  below  shows  figures  for  each  year  since  1946  of  infant 
deaths  under  1  wce!j  and  under  1  year  and  of  stillbirths.  Infant  death 
rates  and  peri-natal  rates,  including  those  for  England  T/ales  are 
also  shown. 


TilBLE  IV 


i 

Year 

Nunber  of  Births 

1 

Munber  of  infant  deaths 
under  1  year  of  age 

Infant  death  rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

Infant  death  rate  for 
England  &  V/ales. 

Nurjber  of  infant  deaths 

under  1  week  of  age 

Nunber  of  still  births 

Peri-natal  death  rate 

Peri-natal  death  rate 

for  England  2l  Wales 

1946 

560 

26 

46.4 

43. 

13 

8 

37.0 

1947 

653 

24 

36.7 

41. 

12 

11 

34.6 

1948 

573 

14 

24.4 

34. 

9 

16 

42.4 

1949 

492 

9 

18.3 

32 

6 

17 

45.2 

)  JO,d 

1950 

458 

10 

21.8 

30 

4 

7 

23.7 

37.4 

1951 

462 

16 

34.6 

30 

7 

8 

31.9 

38.2 

1952 

458 

12 

26.2 

28. 

5 

13 

38.2 

37.5 

1953 

459 

16 

34.8 

27. 

8 

10 

38.3 

36.9 

1954 

463 

13 

28.1 

25. 

9 

9 

38.1 

38.0 

1955 

436 

8 

18.3 

25. 

7 

6 

29.4 

37.4 

1956 

444 

5 

11.2 

23.7 

2 

11 

28.6 

36.8 

1957 

446 

12 

26.9 

23.1 

10 

14 

52.2 

36.2 

1958 

478 

12 

25.1 

22 . 6 

7 

7 

28.3 

35.1 

1959 

479 

10 

20.9 

22.2 

7 

11 

36.7 

34.2 

i960 

480 

11 

22.9 

21.7 

6 

13 

38.5 

32.9 

1961 

433 

9 

18.6 

21 . 6 

3 

7 

20.4 

32.2 

1962 

528 

11 

20.8 

21.6 

6 

10 

29.7 

30.8 

1963 

534 

14 

26.2 

21.1 

8 

14 

40.1 

29.3 

1964 

512 

9 

17.6 

19.9 

8 

20 

52.6 

28.2 

1965 

548 

7 

12.8 

19.0 

3 

9 

21.6 

26.9 

1966 

518 

13 

25.1 

19.0 

10 

16 

48.7 

26.3 

1967 

519 

8 

15.4 

18.3 

3 

10 

24.6 

25.4 

1968 

544 

4 

7.3 

13. 

3 

17 

35.7 

25. 
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6. 


DE;-iTriS 


Llales 


Fenoles 


Totals 


216  (218)  204  (151)  420  (369) 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population  .  14.7  (l2.9) 

Corrected  rate  .  13.9  (l2.5) 

Rote  for  England  ii  .i/nles  .  11.9  (ll.2) 

In  1963  there  were  390  deaths  registered  but  this  is  the  first  tine 
that  400  has  been  exceeded.  The  ratio  of  the  local  adjusted  death  rate 
to  the  notional  rate  is  1.17:1 


The  average  age  at  death  was  - 


71.1  for  all  deaths  (69.2  in  I967) 

69.7  for  nales  (66.5) 

72.5  for  fenoles  (73. l) 

Excluding  the  deaths  of  young  people  under  21  years  of  age,  the 
average  ages  at  death  of  all  adults  were  - 

72.2  for  all  adults  (7I.8  in  I967) 

71.0  for  ar.les  (69.8) 

73.5  for  fenales  (74.5) 

21  males  and  32  females  reached  the  age  of  85  and  of  these  10  males 
and  12  females  were  over  90.  The  oldest  male  was  96  and  two  females 
reached  101. 


90^  of  all  deaths  were  classified  in  the  throe  main  groups  of  causes  - 


YII0  -  71 
58fo  -  245 

\Jfo  -  63 


-  malignant  new  growths  (22;^  in  1967 ) 

-  heart  disease  and  associated  conditions  (54^) 

-  respiratory  conditions  (9^) 


There  were  12  deaths  due  to  violence,  3  were  due  to  motor  vehicle 
accidents,  5  due  to  other  accidents  and  4  were  suicides;  these  figures  are 
identical  with  those  for  I967.  The  5  due  to  "other  accidents"  were  - 


2  -  asphyxiation  from  smoke  from  smouldering  mattress 
1  -  fUi  ;ies  from  paraffin  heater 
1  -  coal  gas  poisoning 
1  -  railway  level  crossing 


7.  WiTERML  DEATIIS 


Nil 
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TABLE  V  }:h\l£  DEATHS  BY  CAUSE  /JnID  AGE 


j  Cause  of  Death 

i 

i  _____  .  _  _.  J 

W  i 

fcJD  ' 
ra  '  OT 

1— (  cy 

rH  I  O 

<C  ’S 

1  1  J* 

rH  i  fM 

n  1  a> 

-P  1  '(,3 

i 

E-  & 

4  whs  -  1  year 

1  . 

1  year  - 

1 

cn 

a 

o 

1>> 

Lf^ 

1 

t 

C 

o 

K-, 

rH 

ra 

fH 

a 

OJ 

!»*> 

m 

CNJ 

1 

ro 

>■> 

1 

! 

1 

.  1 

1 

i  “ 

i 

'  ij 

1 

in 

55  years  _ 

1 

G 

GJ 

o 

1 

;  75  years  - 

i 

\ - 

1 

i  5 

Tuberculosis  cf  respiratory 

^  1 

J 

t 

i 

1 

! 

1 

• 

systen  . 

1 

” 

" 

t 

- 

1  ! 

:  6 

Other  tuberculosis , including 

; 

j 

1 

late  effects  . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

-  i 

jl9(l^ 

lialignant  neoplasn  -  stonach.... 

4 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

_  1 

1 

i  19(2) 

Malignant  neoplasn  -  lung, 

! 

i 

I 

1 

ViT*r>nr>l'ina  ... 

20 

3 

5 

(\ 

6  1 

i9';6) 

Other  Lialignant  neoplasns  etc. 

12 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1  •*' 

- 

2 

5 

1 

3  i 

20 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasns 

1 

1 

1  21 

Diabetes  Meliitus  . 

3 

“ 

- 

2 

1 

!  22 

1 

1 

_ 

!  46(4) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  systen 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  1 

■  26 

Chronic  rheunatic  heart  disease 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

27 

Ilynerterisive  disease  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

28 

Ischaenic  heart  disease  . 

64 

— 

_ 

- 

2 

4 

16 

18 

24 

29 

Other  forns  of  heart  disease.... 

25 

- 

5 

3 

17 

130 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . 

27 

3 

7 

17 

i  ^6(5) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

» 

' 

systen  . 

3 

- 

- 

1 

2  i 

i 

Influenza  . 

3 

_ 

_ 

- 

“ 

1 

2  1 

I  32 

Pneunonia  . 

11 

— 

_ 

3 

8 

!  33(1) 

Bronchitis  and  enphysena . 

21 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

"T 

J 

4 

8 

6  ; 

'  33(3) 

Asthna  . 

1 

1 

_  I 

;  46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

i 

i 

systen . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

" 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i  46(7) 

ether  diseases  of  digestive 

1 

i 

i 

systen . 

3 

- 

3 

1  46(8) 

ether  diseases , geni to-urinary 

i 

systen . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1  44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal 

t 

1 

i 

aorta lity  . 

1 

1 

f 

1  ^7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

—  1 

1  48 

All  other  accidents . 

1 

- 

— 

1 

- 

j  49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted 

1 

1 

injuries . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

-  i 

i  Total  . 

216 

1 

O 

1 

2 

12 

39 

63 

92 

11 


TABLE  VI 


FEIvLiLE  DE/YTIiS  BY  CAUSE  AMD  AGE 


J 

1 

Cause  of  Death 

1 

! 

i 

1 

Total  -  all  ages 

Under  4  weeks 

4  wks  -  1  year 

i  1  year  - 

5  years  - 

' 

cn 

a 

s. 

\r\ 

rH 

25  years  -  | 

35  years  -  1 

1 

cn 

!n 

1 

w 

u 

o 

o 

>4 

m 

65  years  -  1 

: 

i  -  sjU0iC  1 

1 

19(1) 

Molignont  neoplasn  -stonach  ... 

7 

- 

6 

1 

19(2) 

Malignant  neoplasn, -lung, 

hmnrhiiQ 

4 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

7. 

19(3) 

Malignant  neoplasn  -  breast.... 

8 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

19(4) 

Malignant  neoplasn  -  uterus.... 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

!19(6) 

Other  nalignant  nooplasns  etc.. 

13 

- 

- 

1 

■X 

_ 

3 

6 

21 

Til  nol  1  •!  +nG 

1 

1 

'46(4) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

|26 

Chronic  rheunatic  heart  disease 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

•27 

Hypertensive  disease  . 

6 

_ 

1 

2' 

3  1 

.23 

Ischnenic  heart  disease  . 

55 

1 

5 

17 

32  1 

129 

Other  forns  of  heart  disease... 

22 

- 

_ 

1 

3 

18  j 

j30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . 

31 

1 

3 

1 

20 

,46(5) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

1 

systen  . 

4 

3 

1 

1 

,31 

Influenza  . 

4 

7 

2 

2 

132 

Pneunonia  . 

13 

1 

4 

Q 

:33(1) 

Bronchitis  and  ennhysena  . 

4 

1 

1 

2  i 

133  2) 

Asthna  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

j46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

i 

systen  . 

4 

1 

3 

Peptic  ulcer  . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

” 

2  1 

■36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and 

1 

hernia  . 

1 

1 

— 

37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . 

1 

1 

\ 

146(7) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive 

1 

1 

1 

systen  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

146(8) 

Other  diseases jgenito-urinary 

systerj . . . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1  1 

43 

Birth  injury , difficult  labour. 

1 

1 

[44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal 

i 

nortality  . 

1 

1 

i45 

Synptons  and  ill-defined 

conditions  . 

1 

1 

47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

48 

All  other  accidents  . 

4 

2 

49 

Suicide  and  sdf-inf licted 

i 

injuries  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

;  Totals  . 

204 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

9 

22 

53 

107 

12 


Table  VII  shows  figures  covering  the  past  23  years  of 
population,  deaths,  crude  death  rate  and  corrected  death  rate 
for  couparison  with  the  rate  for  England  u  V/alos.  Corrected 
rates  ore  estinated  for  the  years  prior  to  1968  when  the  Isle  of 
Sheppey  couprised  three  local  authorities. 

TABLE  VII 


Year 

Population 

Nur'iber  of 
deaths 

.  Crude 
death 
rate 

Corrected 

death 

rate 

Rate  for 
England 

Sc  Wales 

1946 

25,207 

310 

12.3 

11.5 

1947 

25,745 

343 

13.3 

12.0 

1948 

26,581 

305 

11.4 

10.8 

1949 

26,727 

514 

11.7 

11.7  i 

1950 

28,087 

329 

11.7 

11.6  1 

1951 

29,8G5 

326 

10.9 

10.7 

12.5 

1952 

29,211 

284 

9.7 

9.5 

11.3  i 

1953 

28,686 

310 

10.8 

10.4 

11.4 

1954 

28,340 

321 

11.3 

10.8 

11.3 

1955 

23,250 

301 

10.6 

10.2 

11.7 

1956 

28,110 

349 

12.4 

12.9 

11.7 

1957 

28 , 200 

334 

11.8 

12.3 

11.5 

1958 

28,290 

339 

12.0 

12.5 

11.7 

1959 

28,320 

349 

12.3 

12.8 

11.6 

i960 

27,390 

356 

13.0 

12.5 

11.5 

1961 

26,840 

360 

13.4 

15.0 

12.0 

1962 

27 , 290 

346 

12.6 

11.9 

11.9 

1963 

27 , 660 

390 

14.1 

13.1 

12.2 

1964 

27 , 620 

326 

11.8 

11.0 

11.3 

1965 

28,150 

347 

12.3 

11.8 

11.5 

1966 

28,330 

374 

13.2 

12.7 

11.7 

1967 

28,510 

369 

12.9 

12.5 

11.2 

1968 

28 , 630 

420 

14.7 

13.9 

11.9 

13 


M/lLIGI'Ii'iNT  rffiOPL/iS:-.JS  OF  Tllfi  LUI-IG 
;jfl)  BRONCHUS 

Tlie  f olloxving  table  sliovvs  the  deaths  froia  the  above  during  the 
past  seventeen  years  with  age  and  sex  distribution. 

TABLE  VIII 


Year 

30-40 

M  F 

1 

1  1 
i 

1  9 

-50 

F 

50- 

>  r 

U 

-60 

P 

6O- 

•  T 

LI 

-70 

F 

70- 

••  T 
i.d 

-80 

Over 

M 

— 

00 

F 

^  ■  1 

Total 

I'J  F 

1952 

1  - 

2 

3 

... 

2 

2 

1 

10 

1 

1953 

—  — 

1 

1 

5 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

13 

2 

1954 

-  - 

i 

~ 

1 

— 

0 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

12 

2 

1955 

—  — 

1 

— 

4 

— 

8 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

20 

1 

1956 

—  — 

— 

— 

4 

1 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

12 

3 

1957 

—  — 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

11 

2 

1958 

-  — 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1 

1959 

_  _ 

1 

- 

4 

- 

7 

1 

7 

- 

- 

- 

19 

1 

196c 

-  - 

3 

— 

5 

1 

4 

— 

7 

1 

2 

— 

21 

2 

1961 

_  _ 

1 

— 

2 

— 

7 

— 

5 

1 

2 

— 

17 

1 

1962 

—  — 

— 

1 

2 

1 

6 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

14 

3 

1963 

-  - 

- 

— 

5 

0 

6 

— 

4 

1 

- 

- 

15 

3 

1964 

1  - 

— 

— 

5 

1 

8 

1 

3 

— 

2 

— 

19 

2 

1965 

—  — 

1 

— 

5 

1 

6 

2 

4 

1 

- 

1 

16 

5 

1966 

_  _ 

1 

— 

3 

— 

6 

2 

5 

1 

3 

- 

18 

3 

1967 

—  — 

3 

— 

4 

— 

9 

1 

7 

— 

1 

— 

24 

1 

i960 

—  — 

1 

— 

5 

— 

3 

1 

11 

0 

— 

1 

20 

4 

14 


SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
rJEIR  PREV;jjE-fCE  /iND  CONTROL 


1.  17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  1968.  All  were  of 

the  usual  nild  type  and  were  treated  at  hone,  ’/hooping  cough  is 
now  CO! iparatively  unconnon  and  the  l6  coses  notified  is  about  the 
present  average.  In  four  instances  nore  than  one  child  in  the 
household  contracted  the  disease,  a  feature  of  the  incidence  of 
.'/hooping  Cough  that  does  not  apply  so  nuch  nowadays  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

As  there  hod  been  an  epidenic  of  iieasles  in  196?,  the  low  incidence 
of  this  disease  in  I960,  76  cases,  was  expected.  In  the  near  future 
this  dangerous  children's  disease  should  be  alnost  eliainated  by 
vaccination. 

One  cose  of  infective  encephalitis  occurred,  a  boy  of  5  years 
who  was  treated  in  hospital  and  recovered.  Laboratory  investigation 
showed  the  cause  to  be  Coxsackie  Virus  B.3.  Once  again  there  was 
a  iieningococcal  infection,  a  boy  of  2  years  who  recovered  after 
hospital  treatnent. 

The  cose  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  a  holiday  noker  but  it  v/as 
not  possible  to  deteriiine  whether  this  was  contracted  before  or  after 
he  cane  to  the  district.  The  causative  agent  was  E.proteus.  Tlie  dysentery 
v/os  a  girl  of  3  years  and  here  also  the  source  of  infection  was 
doubtful.  Shigella  flexner  was  the  causative  agent. 

Erysipelas,  pneuuonia  and  puerperal  pyrexia  are  all  included  in 
the  tables  but  these  diseases  have  been  onitted  froo  the  list  of 
diseases  that  require  to  be  notified  by  the  Public  Health  \Infectious 
Di  seases)  Regulations  1968  which  cane  into  force  on  October  1st. 
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2.  Table  IX  shows  the  nuijber  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  as  coapared  with  those  notified 
in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  during  196?,  re'jovais  to  hospital 
and  the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar-General's 
classification. 


TABLE  IX 


1 

i 

i 

1 

Total 

(1967) 

Males 

Females 

Ftemoved 

to 

xiospital 

Deaths  (1967) 

L   

Scarlet  Fever  . 

13 

(16) 

9 

4 

(-) 

■.Vhooping  Cough  . 

16 

(14) 

7 

9 

(-) 

Measles  . 

76 

(705) 

33 

43 

- 

(-) 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary 
or  influenzal; . 

1 

(M 

1 

(-) 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

(-) 

1 

2 

- 

- 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infection. 

1 

(1) 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(1) 

Dysentery  . 

1 

(-) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

(-) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

11 

(a) 

- 

11 

10 

- 

(-) 

iicute  Encephalitis  - 

Infective  . 

1 

(-) 

1 

1 

X 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

(-) 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratorj 

4 

(7) 

3 

1 

1 

1 

(-) 

-  meninges  and  C.N.S.. 

1 

(-) 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(-) 

-  other  forms  . 

2 

(s) 

- 

2 

1 

1 

(-) 

Totals  . 

131 

(757) 

57 

74 

17 

2 

(1) 

*  There  were  24  deaths  ascribed  to  all  forms  of  pneumonia. 
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3.  Trble  X  gives  details  of  infectious  disease  by  age  groups. 


t;j3Le 


Age  Groups 


Total 

Under 

1- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

! 

1  ‘ 

\ 

'65- 

' 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

i7” 

— 

2 

5 

— 

3 

3 

— 

- 

i 

‘.^looping  Cou^^li  . . 

16 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

' 

Measles  . 

76 

5 

16 

7 

9 

9 

29 

- 

" 

1 

— 

^cute  Fneuoonia  (priLiary 

or  influenzal) . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  infection. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Piipr*  THrr'iJvi  n 

11 

Q 

2 

>  1 

Acute  Encephalitis  - 

y 

I 

infective  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

! 

[ 

1 

1 

i 

Pulnonary  Tuberculosis.. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

1 

■  i 
1 

Non-Pul, Tuberculosis . . . . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Total  . 

131 

6 

19 

11 

11 

13 

41 

3 

14 

5 

1 

i 

5  j 

17 


4 


Table  XI  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  past  23  years. 


TiiBLE  XI 


Year 

‘  Scarlet  Fever  j 

.C- 

tJD 

3 

0 

0 

•H 

0 

2 

Measles 

1946 

21 

28 

62  1 

1947 

20 

169 

486 

1948 

25 

106 

84 

1949 

55 

51 

899 

195C 

69 

238 

20 

1951 

23 

149 

713 

1952 

21 

37 

123 

1953 

16 

62 

159 

1954 

12 

273 

11 

1955 

23 

9 

1325 

1956 

62 

329 

127 

1957 

17 

77 

210 

1958 

20 

68 

548 

1959 

47 

89 

1C6 

196c 

61 

33 

22 

1961 

15 

52 

1243 

1962 

18 

3 

18 

1963 

62 

11 

468 

1964 

20 

45 

240 

1965 

9 

21 

683 

1966 

17 

10 

249 

1967 

16 

14 

705 

i960 

13 

16 

76 

1  Diphtheria 

Meningococcal  infection 

infective 

Encephalitis 

post  infectious 

Dysentery 

1 _  _  _  _  _ _ 

Typhoid 

Paratyphoid 

'  Pood  poisoning 

.5 

ra 

rH 

C3 

I  para 

;  Poliomyelitis 

a 

a  ■ 

0 

G 

1  pulmonary 

i  Tuberculosis 

non-pulmonary 

2 

- 

- 1 

2 

25 

1 

11 

1 

^  — 

2 

r- 

- 

1 

0 

28 

4 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

23 

2 

1 

_ 

30 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

2 

— 

- 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

19 

8 

— 

2 

-  1 

9 

-r 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

15 

2 

— 

“ 

2 

1 

28 

9 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

** 

1 

- 

26 

1 

2 

.  — 

1 

1 

— 

14 

_ 

_ 

— 

18 

2 

- 

7 

5 

27 

- 

— 

- 

1  - 

1 

— 

1 

"" 

- 

19 

- 

—  . 

1 

— 

- 

4l 

1 

2 

24 

- 

—  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14 

1 

— 

— 

1 

bi 

— 

1 

- 

14 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

9 

— 

19 

_ 

- 

- 

19 

- 

•• 

—  ~ 

2 

13 

— 

— 

6 

- 

31 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

5 

8 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

3 

1 

4 

7 

1 

— 

1 

7 

2 

- 

1 

1  - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

18 


i  Tuberculosis 


TUBEIICULOSIS 


5. 


Four  COSOS  of  pulnonnry  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
yeox',  rather  less  than  the  average  figure  of  recent  years.  Three  of  the 
four  were  under  5d  years  of  age.  There  were  also  three  new  cases  of  the 
non-pulaonnry  forn,  localisation  of  the  disease  being  the  uterus  and  the 
glands  of  the  neck  in  the  two  feuales  and  neninges  in  the  cose  of  the 
mole.  There  were  two  deaths  allocated  to  Tuberculosis,  one  of  the  respiratory 
systen  and  the  other  due  to  late  effects  of  Tuberculosis. 

Table  XII  below  shows  a  su.rjary  of  the  Tuberculosis  register 


TABLE  XII 


1 

Pulnonary 

a  F 

Non- 

Pulnonary 

i 

1 

Total 

! 

'  Nunber  of  cases  on  register, 

1st  January  1968  . 

117 

75 

0 

214 

Mew  notifications  . 

3 

1 

^  1 

. ,  .  _ 

2 

7 

Cases  not  notified  before  death  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  ! 

Transfers  fron  other  districts  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2  ! 

.  i 

Cases  recovered  . 

2 

3 

0 

0 

^  t 

1 

Deaths  of  cases  on  register  . 

7 

1 

0 

0 

8 

Transfers  to  oth  r  districts  . . . . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Nu  iber  of  cases  renaining  on  the 
register,  31st  Deceiver  I960  ... 

112 

72 

15 

10 

_ 

2C9 

_ 

6.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr,(K’.F.  Crofts.,  the  Chest  Physician,  for 

the  following  figures  relating  to  the  Sheppey  Chest  Clinic  of  coses 
of  tuberculosis,  including  those  fornaliy  notified  and  those  under 
observation  because  of  the  j)0ssibility  of  tuberculosis 

Nuijber  of  attendances  mode  by  new  patients  - 


Men  . 103 

V/onen .  39 

Children  .  5 


Nu;iber  of  attendances  node  by  old  patients  - 


Men  .... 

V/onen  . . 
Children 


19 


298 

151 

4 


7. 


ilAGS  Y  SURVEY 


I  QD  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  I,  Rees— Jones,  Medical  Director  of  the 
Service  for  the  results  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Survey  node  on  the 
Island  early  in  1968. 

TABLE  XIII 


j 

Miniature 

f  ilns 

Change 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

taken 

fron 

last 

Active 

Inactive 

of  Lung 

Males 

Feaales 

Total 

Survey 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

General  public 

Queenborough 

203 

316 

519 

+130 

- 

- 

1 

3 

-  - 

Sheerness 

779 

1151 

1930 

+568 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Sheerness  East  203 

301 

504 

+  78 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

Minster 

275 

468 

743 

+378 

- 

- 

3 

1 

2 

Eastchurch 

69 

95. 

164 

+  24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

Leys down 

18 

20 

38 

+  22 

” 

- 

-  - 

Industry  - 

Queenborough 

598 

260 

858 

-  56 

1 

6 

2 

-  - 

Sheerness 

418 

150 

568 

+  6 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1  1 

Totals 

2563 

2761 

■  ■ 

5324 

fll50 

1 

- 

13 

8 

5  1 

Schools  - 

h  ■ 

Pupils 

161 

156 

317 

1 

Staff 

27 

_ 

60 

87 

20 


0. 


InnunisQtion  and  Vacciiintion 


I  aa  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  supplying  ne 
with  the  figures  of  iijijunisation  and  vaccination  carried  out  during 
1968  contained  in  the  following  table 


T/JjLE  XIV 


Year  of 
Birth 

Diphtheria 
^/hooping  Cougli 
Tetanus 

Dipht  ...eria 
Tetanus 

_ , 

Snail pox 

Measles 

Polionyeli tis 

I 

1 

' 

i 

i960 

101 

h-  ■  ■  '  i 

105  ! 

I967 

253 

1 

26 

409  1 

1966 

17 

2 

}  298 

21 

00  1 

1965 

5 

2 

_ 

21 

1 

24  i 

1964 

2 

1 

- 

24 

1 

7  1 

61-63 

12 

- 

_ 

182 

1 

52-60 

4 

_ _ 

- 

1 

- 

It  is  calculated  that  ti:e  iniiunity  levels  in  the  1-5  age  groups 
for  these  diseases  are  os  follows  - 


Diphtheria  - 

85f. 

Wliooping  Cough  - 

03fo 

Snail pox  - 

52fo 

Polionyelitis 

90/. 

Measles  vaccination  was  started  during  1968  and  was  restricted  at 
first  to  children  between  4  and  7  years  of  age.  Vaccination  will 
nor:aolly  be  offered  to  ciiildren  during  their  second  year  of  life.  By 
the  end  of  the  year  about  9  ^  of  under  school  age  children  had  been 
injounised. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  stated  in  his 
1967  /Jinuol  Report  that  it  had  been  widely  ossu'ied  that  Measles 
become  0  :iild  illness  giving  rise  to  little  serious  disability,  but  an 
inquiry  by  the  Public  Mealtli  Laboratory  Service  revealed  an  unexpectedly 
high  incidence  of  potentially  serious  conplications .  Severe  bronchitis 
or  pneunonio  was  reported  in  38  cases  per  l,o00,  otitis  nedia  in  25 
and  neurological  disturbances  in  4  per  1,0Q0. 
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9. 


VSI-IE^E/IL  DI3E/*SE 


I  oia  indebted  to  Dr.C.  D.  Routh^  Director  of  the  Special 
Clinics  held  by  the  Medway  5t  Gravesend  Hospital  Manageaent 
Co’  i.  littee  for  the  following  figures  relating  to  new  patients 
attending  the  Clinics  from  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  during  1968  - 


New  patients 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Syp>iilis  . 

3 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

3 

(-) 

Gonorrhoea  . 

15 

(8) 

7 

(3) 

22 

(11) 

Other  conditions  . 

38 

(31) 

9 

(ii; 

47 

(42) 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  196?) 


SECTIJN  IV 

GEilKJjj  P  '.G'aSI  .N  OF  .mLT'v  3SRVICE3 
'.Y  CII'C'J.iSTAi-JCEG  OF  T.IE  APJHa 


1.  ./ATSTt  SlTi-.-iY 

I  an  indebted  to  lir.  /i,.  E.  Lo  nd,  'lanaf^er  of  the  l.<edi/ay  Oater  Board, 
for  the  followinj^  fi,'.^nres  showini?,  the  fluoride  content  ond  the 
quantities  abstracted  fron  the  sources  of  su^.'ply  on  the  Island  and 
the  bulk  supply  received  fron  Belnont  on  the  nainland. 


Source 

Abstraction 

f’"}  0* 

LP  • 

Fluo 
(asF)  ng/ 

Ab  ey  Bate,  liiuster 

17.561 

0.45 

-iushenden ,  '^ueenborou-Ah 

16,934 

Wil 

Shv-erness  East 

45,350 

0.30 

Trinity  Road,  Sheerness 

51.935 

0.25 

V/aileud,  Minster 

74.844 

Nil 

V/arden  Springs 

8.  /54 

1.05 

Water  Lane,  Sostch.urch 

13.799 

1.20 

Belaout  bulk  supply 

415.935 

Nil 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  public  water  aeins 
by  the  riedway  Water  Board,  except  for  the  Sheerness  Harbour  Estate 

which  is  supplied  v/ith  water  piped  fron  its  own  bores  and  15  houses 
and  70  chalets  in  the  Leysdown,  Harty  and  Eastchurch  areas  which 
are  supplied  by  private  or  coiimnal  wells. 

272  sanpies  of  raw  water  token  by  the  Medway  hater  Board 
showed  all  to  be  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  3,  and  3^7 
samples  of  treated  wat- r  from  all  piped  supplies  taken  either  by 
t}.e  Board  or  the  .wealth  Bepartnent  were  all  satisfactory. 


23 


2. 


D.iAIW.GE  M-m  SKVEPJiGE 


AltliouiT’i  good  progress  was  -jode  on  the  noin  drainage 
schetie  for  tV'.e  Eastchurch  Cliffs  area  togetixor  with  additions 
to  the  iiinstchurch  sewage  disposal  xvorks ,  there  still  renains 
the  need  for  inprovenents  in  sewage  disvjosal  and  sewerage 
in  other  parts  of  the  district. 

3.  DISPOSAL  0?  REFUSE 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
V/indnill  Creek  site  which  is  ideally  situated  away  froa  the 
populated  areas.  Routine  control  aeasures  are  taken  against 
flies  and 'rodents. 

The  tip  at  Rushenden  was  used  during  the  year  but  has  now 
been  closed. 

4.  SCROOL  SAI'IITATI-Al 

The  building  of  a  new  School  at  Ilalfv/ay  connenced  during  the 
year  in  preparation  for  the  introduction  of  a  comprehensive 
system  of  education  in  1970.  This  is  a  further  addition  to  the 
Education  Authority's  building  programme  of  new  schools  in  tiiis 
area  in  recent  years. 


5.  PUBLIC  COUVEI'IIEI'ICES 

Conveniences  are  situated  in  Rushenden  .load  and  near  the  Harbour, 
^ueenborough;  opposite  the  liailviray  Station,  adjoining  the  Pavilion 
Gardens,  in  Marine  Parade,  Royal  Road,  Vt^ood  Street  and  Blue  Tovm  in 
Sheerness;  and  at  Halfway,  Scropsgate ,  Minster,  Eastchurch  and 
Leysdown. 

6.  CiRIPING  SITES 

There  are  55  developed  camping  sites  in  the  area  with  an 
estimated  number  of  5,650  movable  dwellings.  12  of  these  ore  chalet 
sites  and  43  are  caravan  or  mixed  sites, 

A  weekly  refuse  collection  is  made  at  all  camps.  Facilities 
for  changing  over  to  the  paper  sack  system  offered  to  householders 
apply  equally  to  camps, and  sacks  are  supplied  free  of  charge  wmere 
stands  ore  installed  by  camp  proprietors.  This  system  is  adaptable 
for  dealing  with  varying  amounts  of  refuse  pending  the  weekly 
collection. 
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7. 


8.71^1,11140  POOLS 


There  are  five  switmitii}.’;  pools  in  the  district.  Four  of  then 
nre  in  holiday  coups  and  tlie  pool  at  vVarden  Boy  Kolidny  Canp  is  open  to 
the  public.  At  oil  four  the  wnter  is  filtered,  aerated  and 
chlorinated. 

The  fifth  is  the  Council  ovmed  Aquarena  ia  Sheerncss  which 
actually  conprises  two  adjoininr,  pools,  one  110  ft.  x  73  ft.  for 
adults  and  the  other  35  ft.  x  73  ft.  for  children.  Sea  water  is  used 
with  filtration,  aeration  and  chlorination  and  o  circulation  of 
60,000  gallons  per  hour. 

Sanples  talien  for  bacteriological  oxaniuation  were  satisfactory 
and  chlorination  of  the  pools  is  tested  regularly. 

There  is  also  a  cliildren’s  paddling  pool  on  the  sea  front  at 
Sheerness.  This  is  filled  with  clilorinated  mains  water  and  changed 
at  frequent  intervals. 


DISIilFLCTIONS  AND  DISIiTPESTATI.NS 


(«) 

infectious 

(b) 


Four  disinfections  were  carried  out  after  cases 
diseas. . 

The  follov;ing  are  details  of  disinfestations  - 


of 


Fleas 

•  •  « 

39 

Bugs 

•  •  • 

2 

Cockroaches 

•  •  • 

16 

Ants 

•  «  • 

33 

IVasps 

•  •  « 

15 

Flies 

•  •  • 

3 

Earwigs  . . 

•  «  • 

2 

Carpet  beetles 

1 

Beetles 

•  •  • 

1C 

Silver! ish 

•  •  • 

2 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  • 

19 
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9.  MOSQUITO  CCx^TROL 


The  treatnent  of  ditclies  ond  wotercourses  near  houses  with  a 
specially  prepared  oil  filn  larvicide  containing  DDT  was 
systenoticnlly  carried  out  during  the  spring,  sumer  and  early 
autunn. 

Although  aosqui toes  are  blown  in  on  the  wind  from  the  aarshes , 
many  are  ho':ie  bred  in  accuriulations  of  rainwater  in  tins,  j  rs, 
tanks  etc,  ,  left  lying  in  gardens.  The  prevention  of  such  accujnulations 
of  rain  water  will  reoove  breeding  grounds  in  close  proxinity  to  houses 
and  thus  reduce  the  nuisance. 


10.  RODEl'Tr  CCilTROL 

(a)  Surface  infestations  - 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  ....  1,268 


Treatments  for  rats  .  279 

Treatments  for  mice  .  60 

(b)  Sewer  treotment  - 


Sewer  treatments  v/ere  carried  out  in  the  Leysdown,  Eastchurch  and 
Minster  areas  but  bad  weather  prevented  statistical  conclusions, 

11.  Od.'^IC  S,  SHOl^  luULWAY  PREI^ilSES  ACT,  1963 

The  folloxving  is  an  analysis  of  premises  registered  under  this  Act  - 

Class  of  Premises  Number  of  Number  of 

registered  premises  persons  employed 

Offices  .  83 

Retail  shops  .  201 

Wliolesale  shops,  warehouses  ..  9 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens  .  54 

Fuel  storage  depots  .  3 

Totals  .  350 

81  inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 
reported  and  investigated,  two  being  employees  sustaining  cut  fingers 
whilst  employed  in  a  butcher's  shop  and  the  third  falling  whilst 
stacking  boxes. 


380 

897 

84 

277 

0 

Males  642 
Females  1004 

Three  accidents  xvere 
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12. 


SHOPS  ACT 


The  Public  Health  Dei.art'jent  is  responsible  for  tlie 
odi'.iini  strati  on  of  this  Act. 

13.  rtIDING  EST/LOLISI^-aZilTS  ACT  1964 

There  are  three  Ridinf-  Establishuents  licensed  by  the  Council. 

14.  B.xAiDING  ESTABLISiU-iENTS  ACT,  1963 
There  are  two  Kennels  licensed  by  the  Council. 

13.  PET  ;j^n'L4LS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  tv/o  licensed  Pet  Shops  in  the  district. 

16.  T.S1  DISEilSES  OF  AMIWiLS  (Vi^ASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957. 

There  are  three  waste  food  boiling  plants  licensed  under 
the  above  Order. 


17.  CLEArJ  AIR  ACTS 


No  snoke  control  areas  have  been  iiade  under  the  -'^cts. 

Adequacy  of  chinney  heights  are  ascertained  v/hen  plans  are 
subnitted  for  approval. 

The  trend  to  use  oil  and  gas  in  place  of  solid  fuel  continues. 

18.  NOISE  iiBATEJvIEWT  ACT,  I960 

Complaints  of  noise  from  use  of  a  circular  saw  were  dealt 
with  and  public  works  contractors  were  required  to  supp-ress  the 
noise  from  pneumatic  road  drills. 

A  complaint  relating  to  alleged  noise  at  domestic  preiiises 
from  a  refrigerator  was  n>:>t  justified. 
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19. 


ilOLlE  SilFETY 


The  Council's  Health  Co’a littce  carry  out  these  functions 
throuf^h  the  -leolth  Deportiueiit. 


20.  NATION/iL  ASSISTMCE  ACTS,  1940  -  1951 

There  was  one  occasion  when  it  was  necessary  to  use  the 
provisions  of  these  Acts  for  the  renoval  of  a  person  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  needing  care  and  attention. 

As  in  foroer  years,  liaison  with  the  County  Welfare  Services 
and  "-ol’.intary  organisations  v/as  iiiaintained  to  assist  persons  in  their 
hones  and  to  prevent  circiristances  arising  which  might  necessitate 
conpulsory  renoval. 


21.  M0aTUAa.Y 

A  noninal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  h  Gravesend 
Hospital  Manageuent  Conuittee  for  the  use  of  nortuary  facilities 
at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

22.  PUBLIC  ;iEALTri  lulBCPJiTORY  SERVICE 

Facilities  for  bacteriological  exaninaticns  are  provided 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone  and  the  following 
speciaens  were  exar^ined  during  the  year  - 

Water  ...  66 

Milk  ...  43 

Ice  Cream  . .  6 


Cockles 


•  •  • 


2 


23. 


SCHOOL  IJSALTII  SSPoVICE 


I  on  indebted  to  t.ie  Principnl  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  follovirinf;  figures  relating  to  the  nodical  inspection  of 
school  children  in  tlie  area  of  the  North  East  Ilent  Divisional 
Executive  v;hich  coiaprises  the  Boroughs  of  '^ucenborough-in-Sheppey 
and  Favershan,  Sittingl)ourne  ond  Milton  Urban  District  and  Swale 
Rural  District. 


Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  . 

Physical  condition  satisfactory . 

Physical  condition  unsatisfactory 

In  addition  906  children  received  tests 
hearing  only. 


4,399  (3,636) 

4,272  (3,649) 
127  (7) 

of  vision  and 


(t) 


Number 

of 

Special  Inspections  ... 

145 

(96) 

Number 

of 

Re-inspections 

...  1,319 

(1,546) 

Numuer 

found  to  require  treat  lent 

886 

(705) 

(d)  Infestotion  with  verrjin  - 


(i)  Total  number  of  exaainati  ns  of  pupils  in 
schools  by  the  school  nurse  or  other 

authorised  person . .  7,754  (lO,509) 

(ii)  Total  namber  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  be  infested  .  52  (63) 

(iii)  Nunber  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 

(Sec. 52(2),  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  19  (27/ 


(e)  Treatment  of  lupils 

(i)  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness) 

Skin  diseases  ...  ...  .  - 

Minor  eye  defects  .  2 

Minor  ear  defects  .  10 

Miscelloneous  (minor  injuries)  .  17 
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(ii)  Defective  Viaiun  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye 
diseases  treated  as  iiiaor  ailnonts) 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) 

Other  defects  or  diseases  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in  (i) 

Nurjber  of  pupils  for  wIioli  spectacles 
were  prescribed  . 


(f)  Dental  Inspo-'ction  and  Treatuent 

of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority's 
Lo'otal  OfficeA"r>  . 

found  to  require  treatroent . 

Nuuber  offered  treatnent  . 

Hurjber  actually  treated  . 

Nuiiber  of  attendances  uade  by  pupils  for 
treatnent  . 


Half  days  devoted  to:- 

a)  Periodic  (School) 

b)  Treateent 

Fillings 

fa)  Pernanent  Teeth 
(b)  Tenporory  Teeth 

Nunber  of  Teeth  Filled:- 

a)  Permanent  Teeth 

b)  Tenporory  Teeth 

Extractions 

(a)  Pernanent  Teeth 

(b)  Tenporary  Teeth 

Adninistration  of  general 
extraction  . 


Inspections  . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 


•  •e  •••  •••  ••• 


•  ••  •••  ••• 

•  ••  •••  ••• 


•  ••  •••  ••• 

•  ••  ••• 

anaesthetics  for 

•  •••  •••  ••• 


Other  operations 

Fer:ianent  and  Tenporary  Teeth  ... 


819  (870) 

3  (-) 

372  (391) 


3,^i90 

(5,043) 

2,297 

\3,656) 

2,279 

(3,599) 

2,111 

(2,376) 

7,452 

(7,757) 

10 

1.130 

(24) 

(1,202) 

2,777 

1,103 

(3,301) 

(094) 

2,472 

1,032 

(3,041) 

(723) 

459 

1,257 

(450) 

(1,526) 

874 

(091) 

2,100 

(1,935) 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  19^7) 
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SECTiai  V 


HOUSING 


1.  SLUlvI  CLE;'mju^CE 


The  ^ueeriborouf^h-in-Sheppoy  (tloataf^ue  Road)  Coripulsory 
Purchase  Order  I968  was  node  during  the  year  and  after  an  Inquiry 
held  early  in  19^9  the  Order  was  confirned. 

The  Area  included  7  houses  -  Nos,  44,  46,  48,  4BA,  50 > 

52  and  52ii.  Montague  Road,  West  Minster,  Sheerness. 

The  following  Dciiolition  Orders  were  node  - 

99  V/ords  Jill  Road,  Minster 
41 6A  Minster  Rood,  Minster 
2  Bungolov/,  First  Avenue,  Eastchurch 
121A  ]ueenl)orough  Road,  Halfxray 

The  following  houses  were  denolished  during  the  year  - 


In  Cl-.orance  Areas  -  1,2  and  3  Sv/ale  Viev/  Terrace,  Minster 

12,  14,  16  and  10  PJchiiond  Street ,  Shoe  mess 
23  Chapel  Street,  Blue  Town,  Saeerness 


Deiaolition  Orders  -  48  High  Street,  Blue  To;vn,  Gheerness 

121A  Queenborough  Road,  Halfway 
99  Wards  Mil  Road,  Minster 

Other  deoiolitioas  -  35  Chapel  StreiL,t,  Blue  Town  (Council  o\raed) 

497  Minster  Road,  Minster 


Tlie  following  houses  v/ere  closed  - 

20  Richnond  Street,  Sheerness 
2  Chalet,  Greenacres,  Warden  Point. 


3.  MOUSING  IMPROVEMENT 

35  standard  grants  v<rere  approved  totalling  £5,000  approxinately 
and  6  discretionary  grants  totalling  £1,065  approxi. lately. 
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3.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Departijent  in  respect  of  housing 
is  suiriarised  be  low: - 


Clearance  /ureas 


Nurjber  of  unfit  houses  denolished  ...  ...  ...  0 

Nujiber  of  houses  denolished  which  were  included  ... 

by  reason  of  bad  arrangeuent  ...  ...  ... 

Nunber  of  houses  denolished  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

i  of  fanilies  displaced  fron  Clearance  Areas  ...  5 

Hunhoy  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  23 

nous  £  vO  _< ' .  in  Clearance  areas 

KuiO’  '.r  of  denolition  Orders  node  under 

Section  17  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  houses  denolished  as  a  result  of  fornal 

or  informal  procedure  under  Section  17  Housing  Act  1957.  -■ 
Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by  owners 

under  Section  1?  of  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  2 

Closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders  under  Sections 
17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ... 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18 

Housing  Act,  1957  .  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  16 

Repairs  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  rjade 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Housing  Act,  1957  -  formal  notice  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  made  fit  by  local  authority  after  formal 

notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  - 


Purchase  of  houses  by  arran^;ement 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  (not  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  C.P.O's)  purchased  in  the  year... 

Rent  Act, 1957 

Applications  for  Certificatso  01  Disrepair  .  .  . 
Undertakings  by  landlords  ...  ...  ... 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  ...  ... 

No.  of  Certificates  cancelled...  ...  ... 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  /JJD  SUPEIIVI.  JON  OF  FOOD 


1.  9  food  conplaints  were  received  and  wl.ere  necessary  passed 

to  tlie  County  Council’s  Food  i\  Druf^s  Depart, lent.  Details  of  the 
conpiaints  ore  given  below  - 


Milk 


Mi  Ik 


Bread 

Bread 


Fin  e  speckling  of  inner  surface  of  gloss  bottle 
over  on  area  1"  x  l-g^’’  -  due  to  iron  particles 
partly  fused  into  the  glass.  May  have 
resulted  fron  use  of  the  bottle  to  hold  a 
firework. 

jidhering  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  gloss  and 
free  in  the  ailk  were  a  nu’ober  of  laould  growths. 

Discolouration  fron  grease 

Wood  froguents  in  uncut  loaf 


Sausage  roll  -  Mould  growth 


Cornish  pasties 
Meat  pies 
Sausage 
Rissoles 


Mould  growth 
Mould  growth 
Containing  a  tack 
Decoiaposition 


Mould  growth  conpiaints  arise  through  errors  in  stock  rotation 
of  perishable  foods  and  this  is  token  up  with  'manufacturers  and 
retailers  on  each  occasion. 
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2. 


Mini  SUPPLY 


Milk  supplies  to  the  orea  continued  as  for  previous  years, 
two  dairies  pasteurise  and  distribute  nilk  and  also  obtain  and 
distribute  sterilised  and  ultra  heat  treated  nilk.  One  of  the 
dairies  closed  down  its  pasteurising  plant  and  now  operates  as  a 
distribution  depot  for  sup^^lies  fron  outside  the  district. 

Forty-three  samples  were  taken,  23  of  Pasteurised  and  20  of 
Sterilised  nilk  and  all  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

V/itli  the  exception  of  t’iree  complaints  relating  to  the 
condition  of  bottled  milk,  the  treat  lent  and  distribution  of 
supplies  vras  satisfactory. 


3.  ICE  CPEA}.'I 

The  supplies  of  ice  cream  are  through  large  producers  of 
notional  repute  but  in  addition  two  local  producers  make  a 
"cold  mix"  ice  cream. 

Sampling  is  directed  at  checking  the  hygienic  conditions  of 
retail  sales  from  cans  and  continuous  freezers  producing  "soft" 
ice  cream.  Six  samples  taken  were  all  Grade  1. 


4.  INSPECTION  OF  ).'IE/lT  AND  OTiIER  POODS 

(a)  There  are  no  slaughtering  premises  in  the  Borough. 
Supplies  of  home  imported  meat  are  obtained  from  Chatham  and 
Canterbury,  Hygienic  conditions  of  transport  and  handling, 
together  with  efficiency  of  abattoir  neat  inspection,  results 
in  very  little  moat  having  to  be  conde!;ined. 

(b)  Disposal  of  unsound  food  continued  as  in  previous  years, 
meat  after  colouring  with  liquid  acid  green  is  collected  by  the 
Sheppy  Glue  £:  Chemical  ''/orljs  ,  defrosted  foods  and  wet  fish  are 
used  for  animal  feeding  and  other  foods  are  buried  on  the  refuse 
tip. 


(c)  Approximately  2,035  lb,  of  food  was  found  unfit  and 
voluntarily  surrendered,  sliglitly  less  than  the  amount  in  196/. 
Severe  damage  to  tinned  foods  again  formed  the  greater  part  of 
the  food. 
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FOOD  KE.IISEG 


5. 


(n)  T!ie  following  list  shows  the  number  of  food  proinses 
in  the  oreo  grouped  in  cotGi^'ories  of  trnde  carried  on  in  then  - 


Hotels,  public  Louses  .  50 

Li  censed  clubs  .  37 

Cnfes,  restaurants  .  49 

Fish,  wet  .  5 

Fish,  fried  .  6 

Fish,  wet  and  fried .  9 

Butcliers  .  29 

Bakeries  .  3 

Sv/eot  nanufacturer .  1 

Vdioleoalerr  . .  4 

Grocers  .  55 

General  . . .  63 

Greengrocers  .  22 

C  o  n  IT  e  rk',  i  o  n  c;  r  y .  37 


All  of  the  370  prenises  conply  with  Regulation  l6  of  the 
Food  ,'ygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  and  all  of  the  256 
prenises  in  tJie  first  11  categories  also  coaply  with  Regulation  19. 


(b)  The  follov/ing  prenises  are  registered  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  or  the  Milk  ±  Dairies  (General) 
Regulatic'ns ,  1959  - 

Ice  crean  nanufacture,  storage  and  sale  ...  115 


Preserved  foods  nanufacture  .  24 

Dairies  . .  2 

Milk  Distributors  .  1C5 


6.  FISA  FRYIHG 

There  are  15  fish  frying  premises  in  the  area  and  these  are 
conducted  satisfactorily. 
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7.  SIIELLFIS;: 


liotol  notices  displayed  at  eight  sites  betv/een  Barton's  Point 
and  vVarden  Point  warn  the  public  of  the  danger  of  eating  cockles 
collected  from  the  foreshore  and  notices  of  the  Fort  of  London's 
Shellfish  P-cgulotions  are  also  exhibited  at  these  sites. 

Occasionally  shellfish  ore  collected  frou  Scrapsgate  for 
comercial  use  and  tliese  are  treated  at  Leigh  in  premises  approved 
in  accordance  with  the  above  .regulations  by  the  Port  of  London 
Health  Authority. 

Two  sarjj^jles  of  cockles  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


0.  BAKEiCUSES 

The  three  bakeries  in  the  district  were  operated  satisfactorily. 
Two  of  them  are  principally  concerned  in  preparation  of  pies  and 
pastries,  the  third  is  a  bread  and  confectionery  bakery. 


9.  FOOD  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  J.  Stokoe,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Food  H 
Drugs  Deportment  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for  the  following 


details  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the  year  - 

Milk  .  24 

Butter,  margarine,  lard,  cooking  fats, 

cheese  (including  processed  cheese)  .  1 

Tinned  meats,  meat,  fish,  fish  and  meat  pastes .  7 

Sugar,  sugar  confectionery,  flour  confectionery, 

chocolate  products,  cereals  .  2 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  beverages,  minerals,  cordials  ...  0 

Jams,  preserves,  hcne3;^,  jellies .  5 

Dried  fruit,  row  fruit,  vegetables,  tinned  fruit 

and  vegetables .  13 

Pickles,  sauces,  vinegar,  condiments .  7 

Drugs ,  medicines  .  10 

Beer,  wines,  spirits .  41 

Miscellaneous  .  6 
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The  following  nre  details  of  nine  unsatisfactory  sonples  - 


Pineapples  in 

Heavy-  Syrup 

Contained  s-iall  length  of  cotton  yarn  and 
s.'iali  pieces  of  brown  paper.  South  iifricon 
canners  advised. 

Raspberry  Jan 

Sligi.tly  low  ii;  soluble  solids.  Original 
purc’iase  on  Special  Offer.  Further  scrj-plo 
unobtainable. 

Lei'jon  "Jafer  Crea  n 

Ingredients  incorrectly  listed. 

Manufacturers  advised. 

Casserole  Meat 

Meat  content  sliglitly  below  standard. 

Follow  up  saaple  satisfactory. 

Rira  Flavoured  Cola 

Contained  only  snail  anount  of  run. 
Correspondence  with  local  Pood  H  Drugs 
authority.  No  further  action. 

Lanb  Tongues 

Meat  content  slightly  below  required  standard. 
Manufacturers  advised. 

Liue  Cordial  and 

Lager 

Low  in  spirit  content.  Manufacturers  advised 

Fart  Chipolata 

Sausage  contained  a  suall  copper  alloy  tack. 

Mo nuf a  c  t ur e  r s  cautioned. 

Madeira  Cake  Mix 

Dead  was  in  ::iix.  Manufacturers  advised. 
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SECTION  VII 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Adninistratioii 

of  the  Factories  ilct,  I96I 
in  respect  of  the  year  1968  for  the 
Dorouf^h  of  Qucenboroufrli-in-Sheppey 


P^'JIT  I  OF  TIIE  ACT:- 


1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


!  • 

1  rrerjises 

1 

: 

\ 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Nr  it ten 

Inspections!  notices 

i 

1 

 1 . 

“1 

i 

Occupiers  | 
prosecuted  i 

i 

1 

Factories  in  which  Secs. 
1,2, 3, 4, 6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (no 
nechanical  power) 

7 

2 

! 

Factories  not  included 
above  in  which  Sec, 7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(aechanical  power)  . . . 

110 

16 

Other  prenises  in  which 
Sec. 7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
prenises)  ... 

14 

8 

Totals 

131 

26 

- 

- 
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2,  Coses  in  whicli  defects  were  foiind 


t 

i  Particulars 

Nuriber  of  cases  in  whicli 
defects  were  found 

Nunber  of  1 

1 

cases  in  which  ] 
prosecutions  j 
were  instituted  | 

Found 

x-ienedied 

'O.ef  erred 

To  3y 

II.  M. 

Inspector 

V/ont  of  cleanliness  (S.l'  ... 

1 

- 

1 

i 

Ovcrcrovtrdin;^  (S.2!  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  Unre.as unable  terjperature(c .  3'il 

- 

Ineffective  drainr^i;®  of 

floors  (S.6) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

-  i 

Sanitary  conveni  r-f  eo  ,  S.  "■ ) 

(a)  insuf  f  iciv 'I'k,  .. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  ; 

~ 

— 

— 

* 

(c)  not  separate  f(.r  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ether  offences  ...  , . , 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 


i 

i 

1  ,  _ 

Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

lifork 

No.  of 

out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(l)(c) 

No.  of 
coses  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
inatan-T 
ces  of 
work  in 
uimhole- 

sone 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Making  of 
xvearing 
apparel 

60 

~ 

~ 

Making  of 
boxes 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Electrical 

fuse 

stringer 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

39 
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